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It has been pointed out that in Japan fundamental morality is on its way to deterioration.  Various social problems have been caused by

that.  A folklorist Yanagita Kunio, known as a leading intellectual in modern Japanese society, recognized the importance of fundamental

morality in Japanese society.  He thought it would be a meaningful academic discussion for the future Japanese society.  In fact, he was

foreseeing the serious social situation Japan is now facing.  In this paper I would like to discuss his thought-provoking arguments on this

issue.
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